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for the low brutality that was committed in doing so.
Courts of law were not concerned during those days.
Hitler and Goring made away with their comrades at
their own sweet will; everything was breaking up ;
the victims had no chance to make appeal, no chance
to defend themselves. The volleys rang out pitilessly.
To the SS of the State secret police fell the lot of carrying
out the death sentences which were ordered by Hitler
and Goring, the two highest officials in the land.

Goebbels himself described the doings of these days
on the wireless. It was, of course, not an impartial
description, but from it could be seen clearly with what
mercilessness the onslaught was carried out on their
own partisans.

" So soon as the Leader came to know of the plot
that had been contrived against him and the move-
ment he made up his mind to act. While he was in
Essen inspecting the labour camp in the western district
of Germany so as to make an outward show of absolute
calm and not to give warning, the plan was drawn up
for the purge. Hitler did not have a moment's
hesitation in himself facing the rebels. Although Hitler
for some days had not had a night's rest, at two o'clock
in the night he gave orders in Godesberg to start from
the flying-field of Hangelar, near Bonn for Munich.
When he landed with his escort on the Munich flying-
field at about four in the morning, he was given a
message that the Munich SA had been in the night
called out by its high command with the despicable
jind lying words : c The Leader is against us, the
Reichswehr is against us ; SA, out into the street 1s"

" The Bavarian Home Minister meanwhile on his
own responsibility had deprived Upper Group Leader